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Introduction 
Stratford cycle forum were requested to make suggestions for improvements to benefit cyclists 
in and around Stratford.  
 
We have looked at the development of cycling routes mainly in the context of commuting, 
shopping and getting to school. In the context of leisure and tourism, we wish to develop the 
‘web’ which has already been endorsed by the County. The two aims come together especially 
within the town where safe well-marked north-south and east-west routes are badly needed. 
 
The notes below are intended to be read with the accompanying set of illustrations. 
 
For further information contact either: 
Andy List        andy.list@btinternet.com  or  
John Harvey   johnharvey@warwickshire.gov.uk  
 
Ref. Description Comments 
1. Cycle path along Tiddington Road: from Clopton 

Bridge to Knights Lane. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: Off road  
 
Notes 
 Provides easy Stratford to Tiddington Link 
 Promotes cycling, eases congested route  
 Several destinations, including NFU, caravan parks, 

Alveston & Youth Hostel (via further extension) 
 Wide footpath available for most of the route for an 

interim scheme, with the longer tern aim of 
widening the road to accommodate a 1.5m wide 
cycle lane on each side. 

 Provide sign at Clopton Bridge: Tiddington xx 
minutes, Alveston xx minutes (and similar sign at 
Knights Lane). 

 Work required between Clopton Bridge and Loxley 
Road as Tiddington Road is narrow here – consider 
traffic calming / shared space ideas. NB: the 
scheme does not need to wait for a solution to this! 

 At the Clopton Bridge x Tiddington Road work is 
also needed to improve the route for cyclists 
heading into town (avoiding or improving the 
Bridgetown roundabout). 

 People served by this route include those: 
 living in Tiddington 
 working  at NFU 
 staying at the caravan park 

 Maintenance; along with other routes the existing 
road surface is in poor condition and urgently needs 
attention to improve safety and comfort  

 
Also, see the description of 
improvements required to 
overcome the obstacle that 
the gyratory system 
presents to potential 
cyclists. 
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 Illustration: Figure 1 
 

2. Cycle path along Tiddington Road: from Knights 
Lane to Alveston Youth Hostel. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: Off road 
 
Notes 
 Completes link from Stratford via Tiddington 
 Serves Alveston (commuter & leisure route), Home 

Guard Club (sports clubs, Scouts, Guides), Youth 
Hostel 

 Wide footpath available for most of the route 
 Provide sign at Knights Lane and Road to Alveston. 
 

 
Also, links to Loxley Road, 
see illustration. 

3. Cycle path along Loxley Road to Wellesbourne. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: On road 
 
Notes 
Provides easy Stratford to Wellesbourne Link 
Promotes cycling to employment and for leisure 
Provide signs in Wellesbourne, at Tiddington 
Road x Loxley Road junction, and at Clopton 
bridge. 
Follows NCN Route 41 after Dale Avenue 
Future development may include improvement of 
paths to Hunscote 
Serves people living in Stratford, Loxley and 
Wellesbourne 

 

 
Airfield Café provides an 
easy to reach destination for 
leisure cyclists. 
 

4. Gyratory system: Provide improvements for 
cyclists. 
Distance / time: Not applicable  
On-road / Off-road: TBC 
 
Notes 
 The gyratory system is dangerous and intimidating 

for inexperienced cyclists. 
 Improvements would give better access to 

Bridgetown, Tiddington, Banbury Road, Shipston 
Road and the Leisure Centre. 

 A bypass arrangement could be provided for cyclists 
heading to Clopton Bridge, from Bridge Street, and 
from Guild Street, possibly a shared use path and 
adapting of the existing pedestrian crossing. 

 Consider reallocating some existing road space to 
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form cycle lanes (in places this will also probably 
improve traffic flow). 

 Provide a shared use path along the existing (wide) 
footpath from St Gregory’s Road to Guild Street. 

 Adopt a common standard of signing for any shared 
paths – suggest as bollards as used on Evesham 
Road (Not signs on posts too high to be seen by 
either pedestrians or cyclists, as used on 
Birmingham Road). 

 
5. Birmingham Road shared use paths: improve 

signing. 
Distance / time: TBC / Not applicable  
On-road / Off-road: Off-Road 
 
Notes 
 The existing signs (on posts) are too high to be 

seen easily by either pedestrians or cyclists. 
 Replace the signs with bollards as used on Evesham 

Road – adopt these as a standard for all schemes. 
 Improved signing will reduce visual clutter, and will 

improve safety and clarity. 
 Where the pavement is wide enough provide a 

marking to segregate pedestrians and cyclists 
(already done between Henley Street and Arden 
Street).  

 

 

6. Birmingham Road to Alcester Road: Provide a 
route across the railway line. 
Distance / time: TBC 
On-road / Off-road: TBC 
 
Notes 
 The housing area around and north of Birmingham 

Road is isolated from the Schools on Alcester Road, 
and employment area around Timothy’s Bridge 
Road by the railway. 

 A direct route for pedestrians and cyclists would 
relieve traffic congestion on Arden Street 

 Contributes to a safe route to school 
 If not implemented immediately a land corridor 

should be protected to allow future implementation. 
 

 
‘Section 106’ funding from 
development of sites along 
the Birmingham Road could 
be used for this? 
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7. Great William Street: contra-flow cycling. 
Distance / time: TBC 
On-road / Off-road: On Road 
 
Notes 
 Great William Street lies on the main route for 

cyclists and pedestrians travelling from/to the 
Clopton estate into the town centre. 

 Add ‘except for cyclists’ beneath the existing no 
entry and one way arrows at either end of the one 
way section between Birmingham Road and 
Mulberry Street.  

 Could form part of a route together with a contra-
flow scheme on Union Street and cycle lanes on 
Guild Street. See comments. 

 See examples of similar scheme in Bath  
 

 
If Union Street and then 
Guild Street (from Union 
Street north-west to 
roundabout) are to be 
marked as a cycle route as 
part of the Henley Street 
scheme. This cycle facility 
could also be extended 
south-west down Guild 
Street (destinations include 
the Leisure Centre). If this 
were to be an approved 
cycle route into the town 
centre, then Union Street 
would need to be contra-
flow.  

8. Waterside (Southern Lane): contra-flow cycling. 
Distance / time: TBC 
On-road / Off-road: On Road 
 
Notes 
 Waterside lies on the main route for cyclists and 

pedestrians travelling from the Bancroft area to 
Holy Trinity church and Old Town. 

 Add ‘except for cyclists’ beneath the existing no 
entry and one way arrows at either end of the one 
way section along Southern Lane.  

 Forms part of the National Cycle Network Route 41 
(linking Stratford to Warwick via Loxley and 
Wellesbourne). 

 

 
An alternative off-road route 
would be to put a cycle path 
along the wall on the inside 
of the RSC gardens from the 
church down past the brass 
rubbing centre. This would 
provide the cycle link back 
to Bancroft from the church. 
 

9. Birmingham Road to A46: complete missing link. 
Distance / time: TBC 
On-road / Off-road: Off-road 
 
Notes 
 The existing Birmingham Road cycle path stops 

before linking to other existing paths. 
 Cycle paths exist along the A46 (Northbound from 

the Birmingham Road) and along Bishopton Lane 
(to the Park and Ride and Timothy’s Bridge Road). 

 The missing section should be completed as soon as 
possible. 

 

 
 
Signing should also be 
provided along the parallel 
route through the estate 
(see diagram). 
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10. Existing cycle paths: maintenance. 
Distance / time: TBC 
On-road / Off-road: Off-road 
 
Notes 
 The existing Bishopton Lane (Birmingham Road to 

Timothy’s Bridge Road) requires maintenance. 
 Markings over the railway bridge require attention. 
 The existing off-road path from Aintree Road to 

Ludington Road (‘maintained’ by SDC) also requires 
maintenance. 

 

 

11. Sustrans National Cycle Network routes: 
permanent signing. 
Distance / time: not applicable 
On-road / Off-road: On & Off-road 
 
Notes 
 The existing NCN routes 5 and 41 pass through the 

town. Generally these are marked with temporary 
self-adhesive signs. 

 Provide permanent signs indicating: NCN Route 
number and nearby destinations. 

 Sections: 
o Greenway to Bancroft Gardens (Route 41) 
o Bancroft Gardens to Wellesbourne via Loxley 

Road (Route 41) 
o Green Way to Wilmcote via Stratford canal 

(Route 5) 
 

 

12. Stratford to Shipston cycle route. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: Off road 
 
Notes 
 Provides Stratford to Shipston Link 
 Promotes cycling.   
 Several destinations, including: 

o Newbold on Stour (pop. 711) 
o Preston on Stour (pop. 245) 
o Shipston on Stour (pop. 4,456) 
o Alderminster (pop. 452) 
o Atherstone on Stour where over 500 people work 
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13. Canal side path: Warwick Road to Timothy’s 
Bridge Road. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: Off road 
 
Notes 
 The existing canal towpath links Warwick Road, 

Birmingham Road and Timothy’s Bridge Road 
 The existing surface is poorly drained and is often 

impassable in wet weather. 
 The surface of the existing path should be improved 

to provide an all weather route for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

 Handrails should be installed on steep ramps 
 The gate across the path near Timothy’s Bridge 

should be removed to allow clear access. 
 A barrier should be provided at the foot of the ramp 

down from Timothy’s bridge road. 
 Signs should be provided 
 Links to Sustrans NCN Route 5 at Timothy’s Bridge 

Road 
 

 
Crosses suggested route for 
Birmingham Road to Alcester 
Road Link (item 6) 

14. Cycle parking at schools. 
Distance / time: not applicable  
On-road / Off-road: not applicable 
 
Notes 
 WCC to set a standard for cycle parking at schools, 

say spaces for at least 10% of pupils to park bikes. 
 

 

15. Greenway: Improve surfacing and links. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: Off road 
 
Notes 
 Provide hard surfacing; perhaps using ‘section 106’ 

or similar funding from developments at Long 
Marston. 

 Improve surfacing on the path linking Clifford 
Chambers to the Greenway. 

 Improve surfacing and signing of link to Weston and 
Welford (an extension of the Clifford Path.  
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16. Cycle Parking: Waterside. 
Distance / time: TBC  
On-road / Off-road: Off road 
 
Notes 
 Cycle parking proposals described for Water side / 

Bancroft Gardens re-development have not yet 
been installed. 

 Potential location would be opposite The Encore PH 
next to the railings by the canal. 

 

 

17. General highway maintenance. 
Distance / time: not applicable  
On-road / Off-road: On road 
 
Notes 
 Poor maintenance of the highway, especially the 

strip nearest the kerb, is a safety concern for 
cyclists because they are often forced further out 
into the traffic. 

 Blocked drainage gullies are a similar concern for 
the same reasons; cyclists do not know if there are 
deep potholes lurking beneath standing water. 

 Over-hanging branches: WCC maintenance 
standards need to be reviewed. Suggested 
minimum standard would be to clear all vegetation 
back to a vertical line starting at the back of the 
footpath (or 1,000mm back from the kerb if there is 
no path). 

 
 Minimum standards need to be set and applied to 

provide safe routes. 
 

 
Example of very poor road 
surface: Birmingham Road 
near junction with Justins 
Avenue. 
Example of road with many 
blocked gullies: Tiddington 
Road. 
 

18. Windsor Street. 
Allow cyclists to turn left from Mansell Street into 
Windsor Street to get to Henley Street and Birmingham 
Road. 
 

Added: 18-Jan-2010 
 

19. Speed Reduction 
Most areas odf Stratford now have 30mph speed limits, 
but some 40 mph areas remain. Review these with the 
aim of achieving 30 mph in all areas. 
Also consider where 20 mph speed limits could be 
useful. 
 

Added: 18-Jan-2010 
 

 
 


